Burghfield St Mary’s Primary School

Newsletter
Dear Parents

Friday 17th January 2020

Our topic this term is ‘Alive!’. The main focus this term for our topic is Science. The
children will be exploring Animals (including humans), Living Things and their habitats
and Evolu$on and Inheritance. The Science focus will be supported by Art and Design
and Cooking as a key focus. For Art the children will explore ar$sts, architects and
designers in history. This will improve their mastery of Art and Design techniques, including drawing, pain$ng and sculpture. The children will explore some of the Art and Design
skills in our Friday a-ernoon cross-school Team sessions.
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On Friday 10th January we had a very
enjoyable day on our ’Funny Bones Friday’. It was lovely to see all the children
and staﬀ coming to school in their
’Funny Bones’ costumes. A-er a surprise
visit from Prof G in the morning
assembly, the children had the opportunity (in their cross-school
teams) to explore the school grounds looking for ancient animal
bones. According to prof G, when the Alien space cra- crash landed on our ﬁeld last September it unearthed a large amount of ancient animal bones buried in the soil. Luckily the children were able to collect most of them. They took the
bones back to their class to try inves$gate poten$al animals (and a li7le bit of art work).
Our Year 5 and 6 are doing lots of prac$cing for their Young Voices concert at
the O2 Arena on Monday 3rd February. We look forward to lots of singing
and dancing, with around 20,000 members of the audience watching us (and
the other 4000 children who are part of the choir).
Our Year 4 children have lots of songs to learn for the West Berkshire Schools
Choir. They will be singing at the Anvil Theatre in Basingstoke on Tuesday
24th March, along with 300 children from West Berkshire primary schools.
Well done to our Year 1 and 2 children for taking part in the infant mul$-skills compe$$on at Mor$mer Infants. My thanks go to Miss Harwood and Mrs Cliﬀord for taking them
to the event a-er school on Tuesday.
Our Year 5 and 6 netball team enjoyed their a-ernoon at Theale Green School taking
part in the West Berkshire Schools Hi-5 netball compe$$on on Wednesday a-ernoon. I
was so proud of how well they played together and their sportsmanship.
A warm welcome to Miss Lauren Thurley who joins Burghﬁeld St Mary’s as a Teaching
Assistant suppor$ng our Year 6 class.
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School Laptops
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We have a large number of laptops for families to borrow.
If you are short of computers at home or perhaps not too
keen for your children to use the home computer, then
we can HELP.
We have laptops that can no longer be used in class but
are absolutely ﬁne for children to use at home. If you’d
like to borrow any of the loan laptops then please contact
the school oﬃce and we can arrange for you to borrow
one. The laptops are loaned free of charge and for as long
as your child needs it whilst at Burghﬁeld St Mary’s.

Dates for Diaries
A reminder to check the termly Diar y Dates & sent home (copies available
from the school office)
And also the School Website
Monday 27th January
Monday 3rd February
Wednesday 5th February
Friday 7th February
Friday 14th February
Sunday 16th February

7:30 p.m. Full Governing Body Meeting
Years 5 & 6 Young Voices at O2
JMF Rehearsal at Calcot—Year 4
Reception Class Bake Sale
End of Half Term 3:15 p.m. finish
Closing date for on-line order Y6 Leavers Hoodies

MONDAY 17TH—FRIDAY 21ST FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Monday 2nd March
Tuesday 3rd March
Friday 6th March

3:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Parents Consultations
3:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Parents Consultations
Year 5 Bake Sale

Parking & U-Turns
Please can we ask that all parents and carers be mindful of careful driving outside the school gates and also remind everyone that the lay-by (by the car park) is for dropping oﬀ only in the mornings. If you need to park please can you move
further down the road. School Road needs to be kept free of school traﬃc, it's one of our 'Safe' crossing points for the
children.
Help keep our children safe, please use the entrance to Green Farm to turn around.
Those parents that perform U-turns outside the school risk hiƫng our children.
Park Safe - Drive Smart
Please report any incidents you witness to the police, and if possible take a photo/ video of the incident. This will allow
the police to deal with the motoring oﬀence.

