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The first few weeks of school

During the first few weeks, we settle the children into their 
classroom and the wider school.

We do lots of circle time activities which help us to get to know each 
other and establish classroom rules. 

We spend time in small groups and working individually with the 
children so that we can assess the children’s skills and talents. 

This enables us to plan activities which will support and challenge all 
children.



Ways to help your child be ready for 
school

During the Summer please help to get them ready for 
school by supporting them in dressing and undressing 
independently, taking coats and shoes on and off, and 
going to the toilet by themselves.

Please support them with fine motor control such as 
cutting food with a knife and fork and holding a pencil 
correctly.

Please let them come into the classroom by themselves so 
they can develop their independence. 



School ‘readiness’… 



Why Can’t I Skip My
20 Minutes of Reading Tonight?

Student “A”

Reads 20 minutes each day

3,600 minutes in a school 

year

Student “B”

Reads 5 minutes each day

900 minutes in a school 

year

Student “C”

Reads 1 minute each day

180 minutes in a school 

year

1,800,000 words

282,000 words

8,000 words

90th Percentile 50th Percentile 10th Percentile



Structured Timetable

When the children are ready and settled, we introduce a more structured timetable. 

Mornings tend to have a phonics, writing and maths focus. 

The Phonics Scheme we use is called ‘Floppy’s Phonics’. 

The children will have a phonics folder and a wallet containing the sounds that are 
being learnt. 

Any support you can give them at home is always beneficial. 



Phonics, writing and maths consists of a short whole class focussed session, 
followed by small group work. 

Children not working with an adult have Child Initiated Learning time, where 
they can choose from a range of activities which support their learning. 



The other Areas of Learning in the Foundation Stage include Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development,  Physical Development, Communication and Language, Understanding the World, 
and Expressive Arts and Design. 

These Areas are taught through topics such as ‘Awesome Aliens’, ‘God’s Green Planet’ and 
‘Through the keyhole’. 

To enhance the children’s learning we arrange trips or have visitors come into school.

We have a whole school approach to our topic work. All classes focus on the same subjects at an 
age appropriate level. This may include whole school visits to support our topic work. 

Foundation Stage





We hatched chicks from 

eggs and went on a trip 

to the farm. 





Our school day

8:30 am- morning drop off 

8:55 am- first bell

9:00 am- second bell (start of the school day)

10:30 am- morning break

10:45 am- end of break

12:00- Reception and KS1 lunch time

12:25 pm- KS2 lunch time

1:10 pm- end of lunch

2:15 pm- afternoon break

2:30 pm- end of break

3:10 pm- Reception parents collect children from the playground

3:15 pm- end of the school day ‘Home Time’ for children in years 1-6



Communicating with school

We use SchoolComms to send messages via emails and texts.

Email examples of children’s work at home, that can be used in their learning journals, 
directly to the Reception Class :

reception@burghfield.w-berks.sch.uk

Illness- if your child is ill then please keep them at home (NHS guidelines are 48 hours 
for sickness and diahorrea). Otherwise bugs just get passed on and on and on...

We operate an open door policy at the start and end of school. 

All parents are welcome  to visit their child’s class, see their child’s work and chat with 
the class teacher. If you require a more confidential discussion it’s best to make an 
appointment with the class teacher. 

mailto:reception@burghfield.w-berks.sch.uk



