
 

Dear Parents, 

 
The impact of the Coronavirus pandemic on teaching and learning means that current Year 2 
pupils did not undertake the phonics screening check last year, as is usual at the end of their 
time in Year 1. Schools have been asked to administer a phonics screening check to all 
children in Year 2 before the end of the autumn term this year. Results will be communicated 
to parents in the spring term. 
 
The phonics screening check consists of 40 words and non-words that your child will be 
asked to read one-to-one with a teacher. Non-words (aka nonsense words, or pseudo words) 
are a collection of letters that will follow the phonics rules your child has been taught, but 
don’t mean anything – your child will need to read these with the correct sounds to show that 
they understand the phonics rules behind them. Each of the pseudo words is presented with a 
picture of a monster / alien, as if the word were the character’s name. This helps children to 
identify nonsense words so that they don’t think the word is a mistake because it doesn't 
make sense! 
 
We are very aware that children have missed a large chunk of phonics teaching due to school 
closures earlier this year. Please be assured that children will be fully supported in their 
phonics lessons in school, including lots of phonics games to help them get used to the format 
of the screening check. Should you also wish to support your child at home, we will provide 
three phonics booklets per week so that you can practise sounding out and blending together.   
 
If you would like to see examples of phonics test answers, there is phonics screening check 
training video for teachers.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk  
 
The following is another very useful site to help prepare children for the phonics screening 
check. It will generate further example papers so that your child can practise sounding out 
and reading the words.  
http://www.oxfordphonicschecksupport.co.uk/  
 
If you have any further questions about supporting your child, please let me know.  
 
Jessica Harwood 
 
 
 
 


