Burghfield St Mary’s Primary School
Dear Parents,

Newsletter
Friday 16th September 2022

It has been such a fantas c start to the new academic year. I would like to welcome our Recepon class families and all of our new starter families across the school to Burghﬁeld St Mary’s. It
is lovely to see all of our children coming into school with smiles on their faces. We s ll have a
very small number of children arriving in school late, please make sure that your child is in school
before 8:55am. Ideally it would be lovely to see all of our children in school no later than
8:45am, this gives the children a chance to have a short play me. It also prevents any
unnecessary stress or anxiety to your child, this happens when children are late into class. The
class teachers are available for a quick chat with parents at the end of the school day. If you
would like a longer more focused discussion with the class teacher then please do contact the
school oﬃce to book an appointment.
An overview of the work that your child is doing in class each week is on their class web page.
The pre-learning informa on (on the school website) provides parents with the week’s learning
objec ves for Maths and English. There are also quick links to web pages that will help your child
with their home learning (homework). The pre-learning on the class pages certainly gives parents
a much clearer understanding and knowledge of the work that the children are comple ng in
class each week.
On Friday 9th September we had our ‘Stunning Start’ to
our Time Traveller topic for this term. It was lovely to
see all of our children dressed up for the day. They really
enjoyed travelling back in me. They visited the diﬀerent
me zones in their ‘House’ teams, with children from
Recep on to Year 6 all working together in the same
class. Our school hall was turned into the Time Travelling
Machine (Tardis). We all had a brilliant me and the children collected lots of artefacts on their travels. As we
returned to the year 2022 in our me machine we
remembered and paid RESPECT to Queen Elizabeth II. This included watching The Queen help
James Bond to open the 2012 London Olympics, and more recently have marmalade sandwiches
and tea with Paddington Bear at her Pla num Jubilee. We ﬁnished the day with 2 minutes silence
and a prayer for the Queen.
On Wednesday 12th October we will be having our Harvest Fes val celebra ons at St Mary’s
Church, this is a whole school event. The Recep on Class will be leading our celebra ons at
church. The Harvest Fes val service will start at 10am, we will walk the children down to church
at 9:30am. Parents are very welcome to join us for the Harvest celebra on, we are so looking
forward to our brand new Recep on Class leading the celebra ons. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
PLEASE. We need to transport the school stage down to church for the Recep on Class to perform on. The stage is made up of 70cm square frames, there’s 30 of them! If you have a van or
are able to deliver them to church then please contact the school oﬃce.
This term’s Parent Evenings are on Monday 3rd October and Tuesday 11th October from 3:30pm
to 7:30pm. Next week we will email out a link to the booking form for parents. The mee ngs will
be in your child’s classroom with the class teacher. Teachers will share with parents targets for
the year and also how they have se led in to class.
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Congratula ons to the following children who received their Head Teacher’s
cer ﬁcate this term. Well done and keep up the brilliant work.
Wednesday 14th September
Alice G, Annabel H, Bradley P, Brendan M, Elodie C, Emir K, Eugenie CL, Fﬁon N, Harry J, Jacob W, Jenson C, Jesse
C, Jessica T, Leandro C, Maxton L, Naomi B, Ozzy G, Sydnee-Rae W and Vasilisa L.

Reading at home is so so important

Reading at home is so important for the children’s long
term development. Studies across the globe show that children who read regularly at home have a much greater
chance of succeeding academically. Just 10 minutes of reading with your child at home can provide huge beneﬁts for
them. Your child should be bringing home a diary/ class contact book. All we ask is that parents/ children record the pages they have read in the diary and a very brief comment to
show how they found the reading. When the children have
ﬁnished their book the class teacher will ask them to complete a book review (these may well be shared in class or
Children’s Assembly). For well thought out book reviews the
children will be given a book token (raﬄe cket). At the end
of each month there will a book token draw in Children’s Assembly. We will have a winner for year 1 & 2, year 3 & 4 and
year 5 & 6 each month. The winners will get their own £10
book voucher. Good luck boys and girls!

Dates for Diaries
Monday 19th September—SCHOOL CLOSED QUEEN’S STATE FUNERAL
Wednesday 22nd September
Thursday 29th September NO SPORTS XTRA DANCE CLUB
Monday 3rd October 3:30—7:30 p.m. Parents Evening
Monday 3rd October Level 1 Bikeability training (Year 5’s)
Tuesday 4th October Level 1 Bikeability training (Year 5’s)
Tuesday 11th October 3:30—7:30 p.m. Parents Evening
Wednesday 12th October Harvest Festival at Church
Tuesday 18th October Reception class vision screening
Thursday 20th October 3:15 p.m. End of half term
Friday 21st October SCHOOL CLOSED HALF TERM
HALF TERM HOLIDAY FRIDAY 21ST—MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER
Tuesday 1st November—Pupils return to school
Parking & U-Turns
Please can we ask that all parents and carers be mindful of careful driving outside the school gates and also remind everyone that the lay-by (by the car park) is for dropping oﬀ only in the mornings. If you need to park please can you move further
down the road. School Road needs to be kept free of school traﬃc, it's one of our 'Safe' crossing points for the children.
Please do not block the staﬀ car park entrances when parking.
Help keep our children safe, please use the entrance to Green Farm to turn around.
Those parents that perform U-turns outside the school risk hi ng our children.
Park Safe - Drive Smart
Please report any incidents you witness to the police, and if possible take a photo/ video of the incident. This will allow the
police to deal with the motoring oﬀence.

