
Burghfield St Mary’s Primary School 

Dear Parents, 

The children have had a lovely start to the second half of the Autumn Term. Last week we 
had a PTA own clothes day. Thank you for all of the sweets that were donated, they will 
be on the sweet tombola at our school Christmas Fayre on Saturday 26th November from 
11am to 2pm. The Christmas Fayre is a major fund raising event for our PTA, all the money 
raised goes to support the children in school. 
 

In school the children are enjoying the ‘Marvellous Middle’ to our topic. Today the Year 3 and 4 
children are having a great me at the Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford, They will have a session with a 
museum educator and the opportunity to explore the 
museum exhibits as a class. On Monday our Year 5 
and 6 classes will also visit the Ashmolean Museum as 
part of their topic (History) work. On Tuesday our   
Recep on, Year 1 and Year 2 classes will visit         
Milestones Museum in Basingstoke. The children will 
have a class session with a museum educator followed 
by the opportunity to explore the museum as a class. 
A huge ‘Thank You’ to our PTA for their support of 
these school trips. To help keep the trip costs as low 
as possible for our families, they paid for all of the coaches for the three trips. 
 

On Wednesday our Year 4 children had an amazing me at the Hexagon Theatre in Reading. Over 
the past weeks they have been working with children from local schools to learn songs to sing at 
the Hexagon. On Wednesday they took part in the Maestros’ ‘Junior Music Fes val’. I was so 
proud of all of our children, their behaviour was excellent and so was their singing. Well done to 
our Year 4 children and Miss Norton. It certainly made a memory for the children. The Maestros 
teacher who organises the event s ll talks fondly about the me when she was at primary school 
and took part in the music fes val at the Hexagon. 
 

As well as learning the songs for the Junior Music Fes val the Year 4 children have been learning 
to play the Ukulele in class. Our Maestros guitar teacher (Ian) takes a session every Tuesday 
morning with the whole class. The Ukulele lessons will con nue into next term, finishing with a 
Ukulele concert in school. 
 

Sadly, Miss Thom will be leaving us at the end of this term. We have been working hard to ensure 
that our Year 5 class have con nued excellent teaching. We should be able to confirm arrange-
ments in the next 10 days. We have adver sed across the ‘Home Coun es’, but unfortunately 
there is a shortage of teachers. We wish Miss Thom the best of luck as she moves to a new career 
away from teaching. 
 

I have been made aware that a very small minority of parents are using social media/ messaging 
to raise concerns regarding school. I would ask that parents speak to us directly. Mr Gallagher 
and Mrs Carmichael are always available (for face to face chats) everyday before and a er 
school. 
Online safety/ bullying is a big part of our compu ng work with the children. On the school web-
site (parent info tab) you’ll find guidance material for parents. If you are aware of any online bul-
lying (by child or adult) then please do not hesitate to contact school. This includes any malicious 
or defamatory comments. As part of our School Values, we are always asking the children/ adults 
to ‘Speak to each other kindly’. As a child, I was always told ‘that if you didn’t have any thing nice 
to say then don’t say anything at all’….. this was many years ago in Yorkshire! 
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Congratula ons to the following children who received their Head Teacher’s cer ficate this term. Well done 
and keep up the brilliant work. 

Wednesday 19th November 

Alfie B, Benjamin J, Cameron G, Darsi HF, David C, Davina K, George Y, Henrique G, Leo H, Mia J, Millie W, Poppy 
G, Seren J, Sophia O, Tommy G and Zeyna K 

Wednesday 2nd November 

Abby G, Chloe I, Drew M, Emma w, Lily D, Poppie B, Sara S and Zuri W 

Wednesday 9th November 

Abby E, Alfie w, Arlo H, Arlo P, Eddie T, Ellie G, Elsie B, Freya P, George P, Isaac C, Jack D, Josh T, Robert H, Rosie 
C, Scarle  J and Thomas B 

The support we give our children at 
home is so so important for their devel-
opment. Those   children that get daily/
regular support at home do progress 
quicker. Spending me at home  listening 
to your children read, helping them with 
their phonics/spellings or maths/ mes 
tables will be a huge help for your child. 
Studies around the world show that chil-
dren who receive li le or no support at 
home do tend to struggle in school. I 
would urge all parents to invest the me 
with your children. 

It was lovely to see so many Recep on, 
Year 1 and year 2 parents at the phonics/ 
reading presenta on on Thursday6th Oc-
tober. The informa on from the evening 
is now on the class web pages. 



 
Dates for Diaries 

 
Tuesday 15th November—Reception, Years 1 and 2 Milestones Trip  
Friday 18th November Children in Need  
Thursday 24th November—deadline for ordering school photos 
Saturday 26th November 11 am—2 p.m. Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 10th December—Christmas Tree festival at St Mary’s Church  
Tuesdsay 13th December 6:30 p.m. Infant Nativity 
Thursday 15th December—Christmas lunch whole school 
Thursday 15th December Infant Disco 3:30—4:30 pm, Junior Disco 5:00—6:30 pm 
Tuesday 20th December 2:30 pm END OF TERM  
 
WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER—TUESDAY 3RD JANUARY CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS  
 
Wednesday 4th January– start of pupil term  

Our School Governors 

Governor Blog! 
 

Welcome to this half term’s Governor blog focussed on how the Governing Body support the Staff within the school to 
ensure the needs of all pupils are met and that all pupils are engaged in their own learning.  
As an elected parent governor, I have first-hand experience of the delivery of the curriculum through my own children’s 
experiences, which enables me to bring a ‘parent-focussed’ perspec ve to the strategic management of the school. My 
specific role as the Special Educa onal Needs and Disabili es (SEND) link governor is to support our SENCo, Mrs Carmi-
chael, to ensure that we work closely with parents, Staff and external agencies to provide a curriculum and environment 
which is adapted to enable all children to achieve their poten al, regardless of their needs or disabili es.  
As a fully inclusive school, it is important to us that our SEND pupils are included in all aspects of school life, encouraging 
them to develop their confidence and independence in prepara on for life beyond primary school. Most support takes 
place within the classroom; however, specialised interven ons outside the classroom are integrated if this is felt benefi-
cial to the pupil, with specific 1:1 and group support taking place to ensure the pupils have the tools to access the curric-
ulum.  
 

Mrs Carmichael and myself meet at least once a term to review our provision and to explore ways to enrich the experi-
ence of our SEND pupils. A SEND report is then shared with the full Governing Body once a term to provide an update of 
SEND within our school and acts as a forum for any ques ons to be raised. So far this academic year we have: 

reviewed our policies and procedures to determine whether these are s ll relevant for the pupils in our school com-
munity, or whether any amendments are required;  

addressed the priori es on our yearly overview to devise our ac on plan for this term; 
completed a SEND audit to iden fy future steps; 
iden fied on-going training opportuni es for Staff to meet the needs of the SEND pupils within their classes. 

This is an exci ng me for SEND in our school! All the school Staff and the Governing Body are working hard to ensure all 
pupils enjoy their learning and overcome the barriers placed before them! One of our priori es this term is to explore 
ways to enhance the SEND resources available on our website, so if you have any specific informa on/resources which 
you would like to see included, please get in contact with either myself or Mrs Carmichael via the school office. 
 
Gemma Toms 
SEND Link Governor 

Informa on regarding each Governor can be found on our school website  
h ps://burghfield.w-berks.sch.uk/governors/ 


