
Burghfield St Mary’s Primary School 

Dear Parents, 

On Tuesday 13th December our Year 1 and Year 2 classes performed 
their Na vity play at St Mary’s Church. I was so impressed with their 
performance. Their singing, dancing and speaking was just brilliant, I 
was so proud of them all. It was lovely to see so many families     
joining us for the Na vity play at Church. A huge thanks to both  
Miss Harwood and Mrs Clifford for working so hard to produce an 
excellent Na vity play. 

On Thursday we had our school Christmas lunch, it was fantas c to see the children enjoying the 
fes ve me. I’d like to say a huge thank you to our Cook Pip and her team for cooking a fab 
Christmas meal. It was lovely to see our governors join us for the Christmas lunch. 

Well done to Miss Norton and her Year 4 Class for decora ng our Christmas tree for the       
Christmas tree fes val. The theme this year was ‘Royalty’.  The Christmas Tree Fes val at             
St Mary’s Church was a great event to get us all in that Christmas mood. On Saturday our school 
choirs  sang at the opening of the Christmas Tree fes val at St Mary’s Church. A huge ’Thank You’ 
to Mrs Eyre for giving up her Saturday lunch me to lead the school choirs at the church. Our Year 
3 and 4 classes have also decorated a snowman each for the Englefield Estates Snowman Trail. A 
map of the trail is a ached.  

Our whole school topic this term has really inspired the children, we have all thoroughly enjoyed 
the ’Time Traveller’ topic. We started with the ‘Stunning Start’ in September when we went on a 
virtual me travel in the school Tardis. In November the classes enjoyed visi ng Milestones     
museum and The Ashmolean Museum. Today we finished our topic by pu ng together a whole 
school ‘Time Capsule’. The me capsule will be buried in our science environment area next 
term. Our topic next term is ‘Inventors and Inven ons’. The parent overview will be emailed to 
families next week. 

Finally, next week we say ‘Goodbye’ to both Mrs Leadbe er and Miss Thom. They have both 
been a huge part of BSM and will be missed. We wish them the very best of luck for the future. 
This week we had the opportunity to interview an experienced KS2 teacher (who is presently 
teaching in Reading). I’m very pleased to let our families know that Mrs Muneer will be joining 
BSM in January to teach our Year 5 class. She will be joining us on Monday for an induc on day 
and to meet her new class. 
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Congratula ons to the following children who received their Head Teacher’s cer ficate this term. Well done and keep up the bril-
liant work. 

Wednesday 16th November 

Abi R, Alex B, Atlas K, Elsa T, Erin P, Finley J, Gabriella P, Grace S, Imogen J, Jackson D, James M, Laurie K, Maisie J, Ma ja V, Olivia T, 
Reggie G, Roman K, Tilly R, Tommy M, William S and Zara R 

Wednesday 23rd November 

Abi G, Adah J, Alex M, Anton N, Ava s, Averie w, Caitlyn G, Chinonso O, Chloe I, David C, Davina K, Eddie T, Edith B, Ella G, Ellie H, Elliot 
T, Evie N, Finley P, Harrison B, Harsharan J, Jack P, Luke B, Megan L, Naomi B, Rafe V, Rosa D, Rose K, Sonny P and Tilly R 

Wednesday 30th November 

Caitlyn W, Dylan F, Edward C, Edward H, Elijah T, Frank M, Harry S, Henrique G, Isla N, Jamie M, Louie A, Mason A, Maxton L, Mollie S, 
Morgan N, Nathan J, Rhys M, Tres B, Vasilisa L, Violet J and Zak O 

Wednesday 7th December 

Angel H, Archie F, Ariyah K, Avayah R, Braydon K, Darcie W, Edward G, Eira N, Elsie B, Elsie W, Emir K, Eva R, Freddie K, Isla W, Kage B, 
Ma hew Q, Max W, Miren HM, Ronan M and Xavier J 

Wednesday 14th December 

Alexia K, Amelie I, Archer J, Caitlyn G, Dylan H, Eddie T, Edward C, Ella B, Evie N, Ffion M, Kaycee O, Leandro C, Lewis G, Logan L, Maisie 
K and Mya H 

The support we give our children at home is so so im-
portant for their development. Those   children that get 
daily/regular support at home do progress quicker. Spend-
ing me at home  listening to your children read, helping 
them with their phonics/spellings or maths/ mes tables 
will be a huge help for your child. Studies around the 
world show that children who receive li le or no support 
at home do tend to struggle in school. I would urge all par-
ents to invest the me with your children. 

It was lovely to see so many Recep on, Year 1 and year 2 
parents at the phonics/ reading presenta on on Thurs-
day6th October. The informa on from the evening is now 
on the class web pages. 



 
Dates for Diaries 

 
Tuesday 20th December 2:30 pm END OF TERM  
 
WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER—TUESDAY 3RD JANUARY CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS  
 
Wednesday 4th January– start of pupil term  

Our School Governors 

Governor Blog! 
 

Our Governor blog is designed to inform parents and carers about the roles of the different governors, and what we do 
to support the school and the Governing Body to help ensure the school and children thrive. 
 

This term it is about the Safeguarding Governor’s role.  

I have held the role of Safeguarding Governor for several years now, having served on the Full Governing Body [FGB] 
since my boys were at the school a long me ago – my eldest will be 30 later this month! 
 

The Safeguarding Governor has a number of responsibili es associated with ensuring that the school is compliant with 
relevant safeguarding policies, procedures and the law. The principle statutory guidance for this is a document called 
‘Keeping Children Safe in Educa on’. It is regularly updated, and I am responsible for ensuring that our school’s safe-
guarding policy is compliant with it and updated too. Both documents are available on the school website. 
 

I work with Mr Gallaher in his role as Designated Safeguarding Lead to ensure that our school has systems in place to 
keep all children safe, and that these are effec ve and implemented.  
 

Each term, we meet to discuss any safeguarding issues or concerns that have arisen and how they have been dealt with, 
and I compile a report for the FGB mee ng. Once a year we complete an audit of our safeguarding systems against a 
NSPCC template, and develop ac on plans for any elements where we feel we are not fully compliant.  
 

I also do a termly audit of the Single Central Register; this is a huge spreadsheet on which details are recorded rela ng to 
safeguarding of all staff, volunteers, Governors, outside workers and anyone else who may have contact with the chil-
dren. The audit ensures it is up to date and compliant and I report the findings to the FGB. 
 

Another duty is to check that everyone relevant at school has had appropriate safeguarding training, and that this is re-
freshed at regular intervals.  
 

Each term I a end a Safeguarding Network mee ng hosted by West Berkshire where the Local Authority Safeguarding 
leads brief governors from schools across the area on relevant developments and issues, and we have a chance to share 
experience and best prac ce with other governors.  
 

Any parent or carer who has any concerns regarding safeguarding ma ers is very welcome to contact me or the Chair  of 
Governors via the school office. 
 

Geri Briggs 
Safeguarding Governor 

Informa on regarding each Governor can be found on our school website  
h ps://burghfield.w-berks.sch.uk/governors/ 


